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glance on the one hand, and to conscience on the
other. The Pope was sovereign and infallible,
said Mr. Gladstone; therefore no British subject
can be at once loyal to the Crown and a Catholic.
But Newman at once points out that there are
degrees of obedience and that they determine the
nature of sovereignty. Mr. Gladstone, as he said,
objected to the 'supreme direction' exercised by
the Pope over Catholics.288 But Newman urges
that the State, through the law, makes a precisely
similar claim. 'The State/ he said,289 'as well as
the Church, has the power at its will of imposing
laws upon us, laws bearing on our moral duties,
our daily conduct, affecting our actions in various
ways, and circumscribing our liberties; yet no one
would say that the Law, after all, with all its power
in the abstract, and its executive vigour in fact,
interferes either with our comfort or our con-
science.' But the papal activity is less than this.
'At first sight,' Newman says,290 'I have not known
where to look for instances of his actual interpo-
sition in our private affairs.' The fact is that, of
necessity, whatever be the claims of the Papacy,
it can in practice do no more than lay down
perfectly general laws and trust to the good sense
of Catholics for their wise application to the facts
of any particular case.291 And he goes on to show
how Catholic loyalty to the Pope must receive
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